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Imagine . . . Bill Vila:
The Road to 5t Paul's
BECL Moy, WaSom
i
You can't help thinking that
if Christopher Wren had
wantid two permanent
widen installations in chapels
next bo the high altar in 52
Fauls, he wiould have
arranged to ke borm 500
years later. St artist Bill
Vioks does at beast havve form,
having created simikar
installations i Durkaam
Catkedral and a chapel in
Venioe. Imagie . . . Bill' Viefa:
The Read to 5t Poul’s takes us
through his 12-year gt 1o
create the artworks, one
evokding thi life of the Virgin
Nlary, the ofler the torhares
anid deaths of the MartyTs,
Why video? John Moses,
the former dean of 5t Paul's
who commissioned the
woork, brushes off centuries
of relighous art with the
words: “H you have a
painking, you step for 15
seconds then pass on.” Speak
for yourself, ruuruudﬂpd
This contemporary form
peaquines a greater degree of
isvalvernent froms the viewer
tham the traditiornd cnes, be
explains, But Viola ls not just
respecifial of the Renaissance
wradithom, he is steeped in it

tech-hemny medium, the
ranacendertal is his subject
matter. While the physical
world may be the backdrap,
“the human soul, the
software, is really whee |
want to be with my camera”,

Previous work has evoked
the passags of life to death,
ari ey bn the film of his
dying mother. 1n 5t Paul’s the
added dimension has to be
the Resurnection, as a ceric
bastily remissds him.

Thi: shoots, in stunning
bout remote and challenging
kecations, book gruelling. The
actors playing the MartyTs in
a 2013 shestil sre: buffeted by
wind machimses, covered in
sirll, drenched with waler of
hvung upside down. It's & very
particular and minimalist
fiorm af scting. Morman,
playing the earthbound
Martyr, ks sprayed with ight
Rz o dirt. The actness
playing Mary has differens
challenges, gricvieg overa
made by fin @ boin cloth in a
live-sction Pletd, while Viela
shyouts: “That's your som,
Alessia. That's yeur boy”

The painstaking work
begins of putting together
the myriad pheces of the
Mary film in an ever-
changing predella
{Individual scenes froem the
lifie: o a saxint ), Thee day of
reckoning comees as first the
Minrtyrs and then the Mary
are revealed in sity before an
audienoe of worthbes both
spiritual amd iemporal.

*Kira and 1 are just beside
ourselves,” =ays Viola

Wren might well have
heen enraptured too, %F

Eill Vioda's “Martyrs (Earth, Air, Fire, Water)” in St Paul's
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